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Virtual Social Networks, Psychopathology and Cultural Effects on the Family

Ali Eslami®

Zahra Jahangir®

Abstract

Despite constant efforts to keep families together as the most basic social institution, the phenomena of
the cyber space, internet and social networks have recently impaired family function, causing cultural and
psychological damages to families. Giving rise to unexpected changes in fundamental cultural values,
social networks have compromised familial relations and bonds. Given the importance of cyber social
nctworks in the modern world as the foremost means of communication and information cxchange, the
present study aimed to evaluate the adverse effects and changes caused by social networks regarding
families and their function. Moreover, we investigated the preventative measures and available
punishments for cybercerimes, considering the expansion of international networks and satellite
communications. Apart from determining the advantages of social networking, the current research aimed
to identify the shortcomings and flaws of this concept in several stages through general classification and
prioritization. As a result, the extent of cultural and social damages in the individual and community was
verified, contributing to determining proper solutions in order to prevent and minimize these problems,
particularly in familics.

Keywords: Internct, Cyber Space, Social Networks, Family, Psychological and Cultural Damage
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